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THE LANCET.

LONDON: SATURDAY, JUNE 26, 1869.

THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS ELECTION.

THE Fellows of the College of Surgeons have an impor-
tant duty to perform on the 1st of July, from the respon-
sibilities of which we trust they will not shrink. They
have to elect on that occasion three representatives and we

emphasise the word because we know that some present
members of the Council fail altogether to realise their re-
presentative position. These representatives are to help to
carry on the business of the College, and to forward its in-
terests-not their own; and it will be for the electors to

select three gentlemen from among the six accepted can-
didates, in whom they have confidence, and who they be-
lieve will fairly represent the views of those by whom they
are elected. For reasons which have already appeared in
these columns, we think that the candidates most deserving
of support on the present occasion are Mr. GAY, Mr. LEE,
and Mr. ERicHSEN ; and we are glad to find that a gentle-
man who has shown unusual interest in the result of the

present election has arrived at the same conclusion.
Each elector is entitled to vote for three candidates on

the present occasion; and we desire to enter a protest
against that system of sacrificing public principle to pri-
vate friendship which is evinced by " plumper votes" being
promised for any individual candidate. The object of the
Fellows should be to introduce three reformers and liberal

thinkers into the Council; but if the friends of each in-
dividual candidate make a struggle to secure their friend’s
election by voting for him only, it is quite possible that one
of the retiring members may succeed in obtaining his re-
election. It is not a little remarkable that Sir WILLIAM

FERGUSSON, who headed the poll by a long distance last
year, did not have a single "plumper vote;" and that the
candidate who had the largest number of single votes
failed to secure his election. It is evident, then, that these
sacrifices at the altar of private friendship do not meet
with a great reward, and we counsel the Fellows to abstain
from them altogether.
From the letter of Dr. MORRIS, to which we have already

alluded, we gather that t is that gentleman’s intention to
insist upon his right, as a Fellow engaged in the election
of Councillors, to discuss the merits of the several candi-
dates coram populo. We believe that the Fellows have this

right, and should insist upon it, notwithstanding the ruling
of the President last year and the very valuable opinion of
the Council’s legal assessor. Mr. QUAIN stands pledged, in
our columns, to certain liberal opinions; and should he
now, at the end of his year of office, endeavour to sup-
press that which he himself was the first to promulgate,
it will be for the Fellows whose representative he is to

give expression to their appreciation of his conduct. We
trust, however, that wise counsels will prevail, and that
the officials of the College of Surgeons will have the sense

to yield to public opinion while there is yet time. In that

case we feel sure that a right once established will not be.
unduly pressed, but that the business of the meeting will

proceed with that harmony which should ever distinguish
the deliberations of a scientific body.

AMONG the various untoward results that follow from the

English method of governing and of maintaining hospitals-
. by self-elected lay committees, and by fierce competition
, for 11 voluntary contributions,"-none are more noteworthy
. 

than the defects even of the best of them in matters which
, only medical practitioners can appreciate or understand.
To the majority of subscribers, the number of patients
treated is the proper measure of the usefulness of the insti-

tution ; and the "salaries and wages," with the bills for
food, wine, and physic, are the only legitimate expenses.
The result is that every general hospital in London is
lamentably deficient in proper apparatus for the investiga-
tion of disease, or for the employment of any remedies that
cannot be supplied in bottles by the dispenser. The sur-

geons, whohave to operate, are careful to be provided with
proper instruments; but the physicians usually go to the
wall. In most hospitals there is some energetic member of
the staff who has a hobby, and who clamours until his
wants with regard to it are supplied; but there is nowhere,
as far as we know, any large recognition of the principle
that scientific apparatus of all kinds necessary for clinical
or therapeutical research should be supplied to an hospital
as one of its first and most essential requirements, and
should form part of the furniture of every ward. And yet
the recognition of this principle is clearly essential to the
fulfilment of two of the chief purposes of an hospital-the
advancement of medical science and the conduct of medical

teaching. The thermometer and the microscope, the test-
tube and the reagent, the ophthalmoscope and the laryngo-
scope, and all similar helps to investigation or instruction,
should be at hand whenever they may be wanted. Their

absence is often detrimental even to the patients in the
wards; but it is always, and far more seriously, detri-

mental to the students. Students hear and read of such

appliances; but, unless they see them constantly and regu-
larly employed, they come to regard them, not as the work-
ing tools of the conscientious, but as the playthings of the
fanciful practitioner. So regarding them, they go forth to
their work in life with a determination not to be bothered
with such incumbrances ; and they learn to cultivate the
formation of conclusions by methods of ingenious guessing.
The money required to furnish proper apparatus might be

judciously saved by striking off a few thousand of the out-
patients, whose cases are too often neither investigated nor
recorded, but who swallow drugs without stint, and swell
the imposing mus+.er-roll of numbers by which John Bull’s
capacious pocket is appealed to. It is not only in these com-
paratively recondite matters that our hospitals are at fault,
but absolutely in the means of treating patients in accord-
ance with the knowledge of the day. To take a single illus-
tration, and one calculated to impress the public as well as
the profession, we believe there is no general hospital in
London that has any approach. to a proper service of baths.
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There are baths enough for purposes of ablution, but not
enough for purposes of treatment. And yet there is

reason to believe that baths are of the greatest possible
value in many acute diseases; and that in burns, and some
other injuries, continuous immersion of the affected part
has produced favourable results quite unattainable by any
other methods. Take, again, the therapeutical applications
of electricity. At two hospitals there is electrical appa-
ratus, either complete or approaching completeness; but
a.t many there is probably nothing more than a rotatory
magneto-electric machine. Take gymnastics, or apparatus
for calling particular groups of muscles into activity, and
the same, or even a more complete, deficiency will be found.
And such deficiencies must continually occur, and must be-
come more glaring as time goes on, until the general man-
agement of hospitals is placed under some kind of medical
supervision, with a view to the efficiency of treatment
rather than to the numerical increase of patients. At pre-
sent our medical officers have little actual control over the

institutions that they serve; and these institutions are

starved by lay committees in matters which are essential, in
order that they may make a deceptive show of usefulness to
the public. We have heard strange stories about the things
that are here and there " conspicuous by their absence ;"
and we would urge upon hospital physicians and surgeons
to initiate a reform by pressing all the scientific wants of
their several institutions strongly and persistently upon
their committees, and by suggesting that the summary dis-
missal of half of the out-patients would furnish means by
which these wants could be supplied.

WE congratulate the profession on the second reading of
the Medical Officers’ Superannuation (Ireland) Bill. The

measure was introduced in a clear and unanswerable speech
by Dr. BRADY, and received the strenuous support of many
Irish members. Sir JOHN GRAY observed that the favour

shown to lawyers in the matter of superannuation allow-
ances contrasted remarkably with the status of medical

men in this respect. He quoted the instance of a legal
officer in Ireland, who was required to devote four hours
per day for four days in the year, and who gave the rest
of his time to private practice, but who nevertheless is

entitled to a retiring pension of several hundred pounds
per annum,-whilst such allowances are refused to men

who are obliged to make their private practice yield to
public duty, and to be at the call of that duty both night
and day. Mr. C. FORTESCUE acknowledged that a case had
been made out for legislation. The objection to the super-
annuation of medical officers lay in the fact that they were
extensively engaged in private practice. But he thought
that ought not to debar them from such provision, as their
case was different from that of ordinary officials, who,

having devoted themselves to their official duties during
certain definite hours of the day, were at liberty to occupy
the rest of their time exactly as they pleased. The medical

officer, on the other hand, was bound to attend promptly
at any moment, and would be liable to censure and dis-
missal should he plead private engagements as excuses for
neglect. Mr. FORTESCUE objected to the manner in which

the Bill was drawn up, and offered his assistance to Dr.

BRADY in making such alterations as would meet the wishes
of the Government. The conditions must be those of the

Act of 1865,-according to which no officer was entitled to
such allowances, on the ground of retirement, who was
under sixty years of age, and who had not served twenty
years. We hope that some provision will be made for the
exceptional circumstances to which medical officers are

liable; and we think that if, after ten years, any officer
should be disabled by disease contracted in the execution
of his duty, the guardians should have power to grant
him the allowance. We hope some member will press this

point upon the attention of the Government on Tuesday
next, when the measure will be committed. The principle
of this Bill having been now admitted, it only remains that
it should also be made applicable to the medical officers of

England and Scotland. We fear this is impossible in the

present session; but there ought to be no difficulty in the
next.

Medical Annotations.

ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURCICAL SOCIETY.

"Ne quid nimis."

THE final meeting of the Society for the session 1868-9
was held on Tuesday evening, and the usual slaughter of
the innocents took place; the remaining papers being read
in abstract only. One of them, a series of propositions
concerning Transverse Fractures of the Patella, by Mr.
Hutchinson, would have provoked discussion if the author
had been present to defend his work; and, in his absence,
it led to a little lively sparring between the surgeons at-
tached to different hospitals, well illustrating the inconve-
nience of training students taught by men of one age and
examined by those of another. It led also to a remarkable

definition, by Mr. Savory, of what he considered a " good
result"-namely, a separation between the fragments of
not more than three-quarters of an inch at the time of dis-
charge from the hospital. Another abstract was so written
that the reading was occasionally suspended while the

President and Secretary consulted with regard to the word
that some symbol was intended to signify; insomuch that
we were sorely tempted to suggest the adoption of the well-
known rule of the Scottish schoolmistress, " Ca’ it Nebu-
chadnezzar, and pass on." By the occasional interposition
of the author, however, these difficulties were at length
overcome, and the last abstract was read by about a quarter
before ten. After the meeting, Mr. Carter exhibited Dr.
Scheffler’s orthoscopic spectacles to the Fellows.

It is impossible to conclude our notice of this final meet-
ing without bearing testimony to the admirable manner in
which the President has discharged the duties of his office.
These duties have been particularly arduous, in consequence
of the special meetings to consider the proposals for the
formation of a Royal Society of Medicine. On all occasions,
and on these pre-eminently, Dr. Burrows has displayed an
admirable combination of tact and decision,-intervening
always at the right time and always in the right way. It
is more than probable that he may be the last president of
the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society; and we do but
speak the general sense of the Fellows when we say that
his chair could have no occupant likely to surpass him either
in dignity or in wisdom.


